
Judge: Mariana Felix-Kim 

Company Name: Apple 
Is this company a prior award winner?  
Evaluation Criteria The criteria in bold serve as a guide to evaluate the submission. 
There is a set number of total points possible in each category; however, the activities 
listed under each category are not required – they simply serve as examples of 
possible activities. Ultimately, we want to encourage efforts to achieve the category 
goals while maintaining the flexibility to recognize creativity and novel approaches.  
  

Max Points  Score  

3. Innovations in Safer Chemistry and Other Efforts to Advance the Use of Safer 
Chemicals    

• Describe your efforts/successes in developing safer chemicals for use in Safer 
Choice-certified products (include number of chemicals on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients database or used in Safer Choice-certified 
products).  
• Discuss your leadership of or participation in activities related to new or 
existing Safer Choice projects (beyond safer product labeling).  
• Describe your Safer Choice-themed outreach and messaging (e.g., public 
relations efforts, special events, press releases).  
• Submit noteworthy examples of outreach efforts (e.g., innovative use of the 
Safer Choice label and messaging on your organization’s website; brochures or 
other media with Safer Choice messages and label; development of technology or 
a computer application that educates the public on and advances the use of 
products with safer chemicals.)  
• Include information on size of audiences, frequency, and reach, and pictorial 
examples like Web shots or ads.  

  

90   90 

4. Overall environmental stewardship   
• Provide examples of your organization’s commitment to chemical-risk-
reduction activities or other environmental and health protection/stewardship 
initiatives (e.g., to what extent have you used chemicals listed on the Safer 

10   10 



Chemical Ingredients List or in CleanGredients in your non-Safer Choice-certified 
products? What activities illustrate your commitment to sustainable operations?)  

  
Total  
  
  

100   100 

Notable activities to highlight:  
  

- 2002: introduced the Apple Regulated Substances Specification (RSS): own set of global chemicals restrictions that goes 
beyond regulatory requirements and is based on best industry practices or toxicology properties 

- 2006: built their own Environmental Testing Lab, chemists look for potentially harmful substances and test products to 
evaluate compliance with the RSS 

- 2013: launched Chemical Management Program to help suppliers develop a comprehensive approach to managing 
chemicals safely, and to transparently share information with their employees about the chemicals being used in their 
work place – both of which are requirements evaluated in every Apply conducted supplier assessment 

- 2019: the program has grown to more than 100 participating supplier facilities, enables their partners to shift to safer 
chemicals and improve general safety, awareness, and training 

o They have assessed more than 110 new chemicals 
  
Is there anything that stands out in this application which merits special attention?  
  
  
  
  
  
                         
 

Judge: Bridget Williams 

Company Name:  Apple 
Is this company a prior award winner?  no 



Evaluation Criteria The criteria in bold serve as a guide to evaluate the submission. There is a 
set number of total points possible in each category; however, the activities listed under each 
category are not required – they simply serve as examples of possible activities. Ultimately, we 
want to encourage efforts to achieve the category goals while maintaining the flexibility to 
recognize creativity and novel approaches. 
 

Max Points Score 

3. Innovations in Safer Chemistry and Other Efforts to Advance the Use of Safer Chemicals   
• Describe your efforts/successes in developing safer chemicals for use in Safer 

Choice-certified products (include number of chemicals on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients database or used in Safer Choice-certified 
products). 

• Discuss your leadership of or participation in activities related to new or existing 
Safer Choice projects (beyond safer product labeling). 

• Describe your Safer Choice-themed outreach and messaging (e.g., public 
relations efforts, special events, press releases). 

• Submit noteworthy examples of outreach efforts (e.g., innovative use of the 
Safer Choice label and messaging on your organization’s website; brochures or 
other media with Safer Choice messages and label; development of technology 
or a computer application that educates the public on and advances the use of 
products with safer chemicals.) 

• Include information on size of audiences, frequency, and reach, and pictorial 
examples like Web shots or ads. 

 

90 85 
 
 

4. Overall environmental stewardship  
• Provide examples of your organization’s commitment to chemical-risk-reduction 

activities or other environmental and health protection/stewardship initiatives 
(e.g., to what extent have you used chemicals listed on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients in your non-Safer Choice-certified 
products? What activities illustrate your commitment to sustainable 
operations?) 

 

10 10 



Total 
 
 

100 95 

Notable activities to highlight: 
 
 
2019 Expansion of their Chemical Management Program to 100 supplier facilities – supports use of safer chemicals 
2019 Assessed 110 chemicals used in manufacturing 
 
Using Safer Choice and SCIL as a cornerstone tool and framework to help their suppliers select safer ingredients. 
 
 
Is there anything that stands out in this application which merits special attention? 
 
The size and scope of their efforts to increase the use of safer chemicals in their supply is very large and a first of its kind in the electronics sector 
 

 

Judge: Melanie Adams 

Company Name: Apple 
Is this company a prior award winner? No 
Evaluation Criteria The criteria in bold serve as a guide to evaluate the submission. There is a 
set number of total points possible in each category; however, the bullets listed under each 
category are not required – they simply serve as examples of possible activities. Ultimately, we 
want to encourage efforts to achieve the category goals while maintaining the flexibility to 
recognize creativity and novel approaches. 
 

Max Points Score 

3. Innovations in Safer Chemistry and Other Efforts to Advance the Use of Safer Chemicals   
• Describe your efforts/successes in developing safer chemicals for use in Safer 

Choice-certified products (include number of chemicals on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients database or used in Safer Choice-certified 
products). 

90 80 



We screen our materials with comprehensive risk assessment tools, including EPA’s Safer 
Choice, CPA’s GreenScreen®, and ToxFMD Screened Chemistry®, to evaluate substances against 
18 different hazards, including carcinogens, mutagens, and endocrine disruptors. 
As of 2019, the program, which has grown to more than 100 participating supplier facilities, 
enables our partners to shift to safer chemicals and improve general safety, awareness, and 
training. We take extra care when a new chemical is proposed for use. In 2019, we assessed 
more than 110 new chemicals, which included reviewing product formulations and test reports, 
understanding the specific circumstances for use, and conducting exposure assessments to 
proactively eliminate risks to people and the environment as a result of using the proposed 
chemicals. 
In 2017, leveraging rigorous hazard assessment protocols such as EPA's Safer Choice, 
GreenScreen®, and SciVeraLENS, we developed an internal Apple Safer Cleaner Criteria against 
which we could assess cleaners and degreasers for use at our final assembly sites. We began to 
test cleaners against that criteria to develop a list of Apple-approved cleaners for our suppliers 
to use.  

• Discuss your leadership of or participation in activities related to new or existing 
Safer Choice projects (beyond safer product labeling). 

In addition to raising the bar for safer chemical use and management within our own supply 
chain, we continue to advocate for broader adoption of green chemistry among chemical 
manufacturers and among others in our industry. Through the guidance we provide directly to 
suppliers, our annual Supplier Responsibility Report, and in other industry forums, we 
continually educate and widely promote the use of the EPA Safer Choice program among our 
suppliers, and encourage use of EPA’s Safer Chemical Ingredients List where applicable. 

• Describe your Safer Choice-themed outreach and messaging (e.g., public 
relations efforts, special events, press releases). 

At our Green Chemistry Forum, an annual gathering of Apple suppliers, we educate and 
communicate on a variety of issues related to green chemistry, particularly the concept of safer 
chemical alternatives. In 2019, we held two sessions for more than 200 suppliers in Shanghai 
and Shenzhen. One of the main topics of discussion was the importance of safer cleaners, which 
included educating suppliers on frameworks like EPA’s Safer Choice. 

• Submit noteworthy examples of outreach efforts (e.g., innovative use of the 
Safer Choice label and messaging on your organization’s website; brochures or 
other media with Safer Choice messages and label; development of technology 



or a computer application that educates the public on and advances the use of 
products with safer chemicals.) 

• Include information on size of audiences, frequency, and reach, and pictorial 
examples like Web shots or ads. 

In 2019 we also partnered with Clean Production Action (CPA) to create a new GreenScreen 
Criteria for Safer Cleaners that, along with EPA’s Safer Choice, will become the backbone of 
Apple’s new Safer Cleaner Criteria. 
 
4. Overall environmental stewardship  

• Provide examples of your organization’s commitment to chemical-risk-reduction 
activities or other environmental and health protection/stewardship initiatives 
(e.g., to what extent have you used chemicals listed on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients in your non-Safer Choice-certified 
products? What activities illustrate your commitment to sustainable 
operations?) 

Each year, Apple documents our progress in this area in both the Apple Supplier Responsibility 
and Apple Environment Reports. Our work in the areas of process chemicals and on smarter 
chemistry more broadly can be found, in detail, in the reports contained on these pages: 
https://www.apple.com/supplier-responsibility/ https://www.apple.com/environment/ 
 

10 10 

Total 
 
 

100 90 

Notable activities to highlight: 
 
 
Is there anything that stands out in this application which merits special attention? 
 
Our program gaining the recognition of the EPA would go a long way in helping to scale and accelerate our efforts to protect people and the 
planet. 
 
 

 



Judge: Aly Lorenz 

Company Name: Apple 
Is this company a prior award winner? No 
Evaluation Criteria The criteria in bold serve as a guide to evaluate the submission. There is a 
set number of total points possible in each category; however, the activities listed under each 
category are not required – they simply serve as examples of possible activities. Ultimately, we 
want to encourage efforts to achieve the category goals while maintaining the flexibility to 
recognize creativity and novel approaches. 
 

Max Points Score 

3. Innovations in Safer Chemistry and Other Efforts to Advance the Use of Safer Chemicals   
• Describe your efforts/successes in developing safer chemicals for use in Safer 

Choice-certified products (include number of chemicals on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients database or used in Safer Choice-certified 
products). 

• Discuss your leadership of or participation in activities related to new or existing 
Safer Choice projects (beyond safer product labeling). 

• Describe your Safer Choice-themed outreach and messaging (e.g., public 
relations efforts, special events, press releases). 

• Submit noteworthy examples of outreach efforts (e.g., innovative use of the 
Safer Choice label and messaging on your organization’s website; brochures or 
other media with Safer Choice messages and label; development of technology 
or a computer application that educates the public on and advances the use of 
products with safer chemicals.) 

• Include information on size of audiences, frequency, and reach, and pictorial 
examples like Web shots or ads. 

 

90 88 

4. Overall environmental stewardship  
• Provide examples of your organization’s commitment to chemical-risk-reduction 

activities or other environmental and health protection/stewardship initiatives 
(e.g., to what extent have you used chemicals listed on the Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List or in CleanGredients in your non-Safer Choice-certified 

10 10 



products? What activities illustrate your commitment to sustainable 
operations?) 

 
Total 
 
 

100 98 

Notable activities to highlight: 
 
 
 
Is there anything that stands out in this application which merits special attention? 
 

 
 

 
 

 

(b) (5)




